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"Thi z day, the General A -mbly of the Cherch of 

} Scotland met. His Grace the Lord Fight Com. 

+ miſtoner (the Earl of Ls Len) Walked in proceſhion 

from Mr. Rrid's, the King's Arms Tavern, Much 

"| ſide of tlie High- fireet, to the High Chorch, whete 

he was leccived by the Magiſtrates in their robes. 


His Grace was accompanied to church by the 
Earls of Cassrtrs, Moray, — . 
4 wousry, and Hort rovs; Viſconnt Atnoruvor, 
0 \ Lord MB, pres, Lord 7 Gornone Ree,” &c.— 
2 a much greater number than we have ſcen tor many 
4 years. ; ; 

After hearing an excellent ſermon by the. Rev. 
Dr, Jants Megs, Miniſter of Cambullare, Mode- 
of rator to the Jalt- General Aſſembiy, his Grace re- 
1} paired to the Aiſſe, where the Aflemhly proceeded 
al to the election of a Moderator for this year, 


The Rev: Dri. WiLtian Gunttxgiiih was cho- 
| ſen Myderator. His Majelty's Commiſſion and 
warrant for one thouſand pounds, to. be employed 
in -projagating the Chriltian religion in, the High- 
lands d Sco land were read, and ordered to be re ! 
corded After which, his Gee the Commiſioner 
| . the A ſſembly with an clegant ſpeech from 
| ww to which the Moderator made « ſunable 
| reply. | 
ft Sever} of the French nobility dined with his | | 
Red jþ Grove the Coomniflioner. Reim a> 
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HEN laſt we met on the ſame occaſion 
which now calls us together, many of us 
fondly hoped that we ſhould at this time be 
raiſing our thankſgivings to Heaven for the re- 
ſtoration of ſecurity and peace. We imagined 
that the rulers of our enemies would view with 
pity and remorſe the miſeries of their people, 
and reſigning the rage of conqueſt, which they 
had ſo often affected to diſclaim, would readily 
liſten to any honourable terms which ſecured 
to them the poſſeſſion of their own ample terri- 
tories. | 

Yet ſurely we might have known them bet- 
ter. We remember well the decree of their le- 
giſlature, by which they ſolemnly pledged their 
aid to the diſcontented and ſeditious of every 
country; and we know that it was not an emp- 
ty form of words. We know that with an en- 
_ thufiaſm not leſs violent, and more ſkilfully di- 
rected than that of the cruſaders of old, joined 
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to the moſt indefatigable ne and in- 
ſidious arts of intrigue, they have aimed at the 
ſubverſion of all eſtabliſhed order, wherever 
their arms could penetrate, or their influence 
extend. Neutral and inoffenſive ſtates, their al- 
lies themſelves as well as their enemies, repub- 
lics as well as monarchies, have been plunder- 

ed by their troops, or haraſſed by. their emiſſa- 
ties. 
And now patifidery rind ii are we to 
expect from ſuch a nation? What are we to 
expect from a nation who have freed themſelves 
from the reſtraints, that regulate the intercourſe 
both of ſtates and individuals, and curb the 
violence of human paſſions? I ſpeak not mere- 
ly of thoſe days of blacker horror beyond what 
has been heard of in the. moſt ſavage times ; 
thoſe days when, after the murder of their law- 
ful ſovereign, they crouched beneath a baſe and 
vulgar tyrant, and yet ceaſed not, even then, to 
| boaſt of their freedom, and to extol their bene- 
volence and virtue in the midſt of cruelties and 
abominations, which human nature ſhudders to 
think of. Confining our attention to what 
have been called the purer times of the revolu- 
tion, when the philoſophers bore ſway, and 
talked of the felicity which they were preparing 
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for mankind ;—what are we to expect from a na 
tion, who, even in thoſe purer times, heard their 
legiſlators declare, that every government but 
their own was a tyrannical uſurpation, incon- 
ſiſtent with the rights and happineſs of man- 
kind; and preach up inſurrection as the moſt 
ſacred duty of the citizen? a nation who, even 
in thoſe purer times, ſaw their legiſlators them- 
ſelves invade the rights of property without 
ſhame or remorſe? a nation whoſe loweſt citi- 
zens were accuſtomed to inſult every conſtitut · 
ed authority, allowed to plunder and to aſſaſſi- 
nate without puniſhment or inquiry, and aſſidu- 
ouſly inſtructed to violate and laugh to ſcorn all 
that their fathers held venerable and ſacred; 
and who all the while were aſſured, that they 
were a juſt, humane, and enlightened people, 
deſtined to reform the kingdoms of the earth. 
What are we to expect from ſuch a nation, when 
their lawleſs citizens have forgot the habits of 
peaceful induſtry, when their rulers for their 
own ſafety ſend them forth to ſcourge the world, 
and dread their return as the ſignal of domeſtic 
war ? 

Let us not aw deceive ourſelves. Our: enemies 
ſcorn our offers of peace ; they meditate our de- 
ſtruction, and have not ſcrupled to avow it. No 
A ij 


longer can you look for ſhelter in a timid and 
treacherous neutrality. No choice remains but 
to face our danger, and to employ with ſpirit 
and perſeverance thoſe great "reſources which 
the providence of God has wales for our _— 
ſervation. | | 

Such is our ſituation. It calls for exertion 
and vigilance, but ought not to ſink us into an 
unmanly deſpondence. * Be ſtrong and of good 
courage; dread not, nor be diſmayed.” The 
admirers of our enemies have told us indeed of 
their reſiſtleſs enthufiaſm ; but we know that 
unleſs where there was a vaſt ſuperiority of 
numbers, French enthuſiaſm has never prevail- 
ed over Britiſh valour. We know too how much 
the undaunted and perſevering efforts of our 
magnanimous confederates have contributed, 
and ftill contribute, to turn from our land the 
| tide of war. We know too, that at any rate, 
with the defence of. the ocean, which the Al- 
mighty has thrown around us, the ſuperior num- 
bers of our enemies can avail them little. Even 
though they ſhould ſucceed beyond probability in 
their deſperate attempt of landing on our coaſt, 
yet we cannot ſuppoſe them to bring forces 
equal, or nearly equal, to our own countrymen 
In arms. Why then ſhould we deſpond ? Sure- 
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ly they are not more than men; and are we 
willing to acknowledge that we are leſs ? 5 
Far different are the feelings of every Bririſh 
beak, We are the brothers of thoſe uncon- 
quered warriors of the ocean, who neither dread 
the boaſted enthuſiaſm, nor the ſuperior num- 
bers of their foes. Two days are ſcarcely paſ- 
ſed fince the glad tidings reached our ears of 
the glorious triumph of our countrymen over 
almoſt double numbers, and more than double 
force, haſtening to the invaſion of our native 
land. O let Britiſh generoſity relieve the ſuf- 
ferers, and the helpleſs families of the ſufferers, 
who have rendered us ſo ſignal and ſeaſonable a 
ſervice; and may our hearts be warmed with 
the ſame honourable zeal in our country's cauſe. 
When indeed was there ever a time which called 
more loudly for united and vigorous exertions? 
Could we bear to ſee theſe iſlands of our nativity, 
the glory and the envy of Europe, reduced to a 
miſerable ſubjection to foes like theſe ? Our 
wealth and produce, and the utmoſt exertions 
of our induſtry, called forth by rigorous requi- 
fitions, to glut their ambition, rapacity, and 
| luxury? Shall we live to groan” under the ter- 
rors of a wild democracy, of that ſyſtem of 
univerſal ſuffrage, concerning which the viſion · 


3 [ 7 8 82. ] | 
” : 


ary are no longer at liberty to amuſe us witn 


romantic dreams ; for it has ſhown itſelf, upon 


actual trial, productive of conſequences the moſt 
dreadful ; a ſyſtem where all is in eternal fer- 
ment, where no ſecurity is afforded for proper- 


ty, liberty, or life, where every thing is at the 
pleaſure of the turbulent demagogues who gain 
For a ſeaſon the confidence of the mob  & ſyſtem 


which produced, in the moſt enlightened age 


and enlightened country of the world; a ſavage 
ferocity, beyond the moſt barbarous times; a 
ſyſtem which ſwept to deſtruction and oblivion 


all the wiſe and virtuous, and raiſed the baſe 


and the deſperate to deſpotic. ſway; a ſyſ- 
tem which led the nation to imbrue their hands 
in the blood of their ſovereign himſelf, the beſt 
intentioned and mildeſt of men, the moſt be- 
neficent and patriotic of all their princes, the 
benefactor and the father of his people; while 
their legiſlature, after aboliſhing every reli- 
gious ſolemnity, compels their citizens, by law, 
to celebrate this horrible murder as a feſti- 
val of +perpetual commemoration; a ſyſtem 
producing rulers and legiſlators who employ 
every refinement to fink the people to the low- 
eſt depravity, to free them from the reſtraints 
of a judgment to come, to eraſe even from their 
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remembrance the name and the ordinances of _" 
the Moſt High, to ſubvert morality to its very 9 
foundations; to inure the people to the con-. 
tempt of all that is decent and venerable, to fu- 
miliarize them to injuſtice, and violence, and 
blood; to extinguiſh the affections that melt 
even the hardeſt hearts; to hold out to admira- 
tion mothers rejoicing in the death of their 
ſions, ſons devoting their fathers to the mur- 
derer's ſword! Shall we live to ſee a ſyſtem like 
this eſtabliſhed on the ruins of the venerable 
fabric of the Britiſh Conſtitution? the degra- 
dation and murder of our ſovereign? the ſub- * 
verſion of all that we have been accuſtomed to 
hold dear and facred, our liberties, our laws, 
and our religion! Shall we live to weep over 
the aſhes of our country, and the ruin or the 
blood of our friends and families? 
Britons and Chriſtians! by all that can reach 
the conſciences and the hearts of men, let us be 
faithful to the common cauſe. To pledge in 
this cauſe our fortunes and our lives, is the moſt 
important duty which we owe to our God, our 
king, our country, and our children. If we have 
ſpirit and perſeverance (for both may be requi= 
ſite in ſuch a conteſt), Providence has amply 
| Furniſhed us with the means of defence, both 
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1 our foreign enemies, and their ſeditious 
and degenerate partiſans at home. Be ſtrong, 


< then, and of good courage; dread not, nor be 


% diſmayed.” Let us receive with gratitude the 


late glorious victory, as the happy preſage of fu- 
ture triumphs. Let us rejoice in the public 


ſpirit which is now awakened in all ranks of 


en. And may the God of our fathers pro- 


tect and bleſs our Sovereign, direct and pro- 
ſper the arms and the cauſe of Britain, the com- 
mon cauſe of religion and humanity; and lift 
up the light of his countenance” upon his 
people, whom in times paſt he has reſcued from 
ſo many dangers, and raiſed ſo high among the 
nations of the earth. 
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